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Key words:

Holy - 90x/76v (with forms of the root for holy 152x) more than in any OT book (Lev 2:3, 10; 5:15f; 6:16f, 25-
27, 29f; 7:1, 6; 8:9; 10:3, 10, 12f, 17; 11:44-45; 14:13; 16:2-4, 16f, 20, 23f, 27, 32f; 19:2, 8, 24; 20:3, 7, 26;
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Atonement - 51x/45v - (Lev 1:4; 4:20, 26, 31, 35; 5:6, 10, 13, 16, 18; 6:7, 30; 7:7; 8:15, 34; 9:7; 10:17; 12:7f;
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28-35; 5:6-8, 15f, 18f; 6:5f, 9f, 12, 14f, 17, 20f, 23, 25, 30; 7:1f, 5, 7-11, 13-16, 18, 20f, 25, 29f, 32-35, 37f; 8:2,
14,18, 21, 27-29, 31; 9:2-4, 71, 10, 12-18, 211, 24; 10:12-17, 19; 12:6, 8; 14:10, 12-14, 17, 19-22, 24f, 28, 31;
15:15, 30; 16:3, 5, 9, 11, 15, 24f, 27; 17:4f, 8; 19:5, 211, 24; 21:6, 21; 22:12, 18, 21-23, 25, 27; 23:8, 12-14,
25, 27, 36-38; 247, 9; 27:9, 11)
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Sin - 111x/90v (Lev 4:2f, 8, 14, 20-29, 32-35; 5:1, 5-13, 15-18; 6:2-4, 17, 25f, 30; 7:7, 37f; 8:2, 14; 9:2f, 71, 10,
15, 22; 10:16-19; 12:6, 8; 14:13, 19, 22, 31; 15:15, 30; 16:3, 5f, 9, 11, 15f, 21, 25, 27, 30, 34; 19:17, 22;
20:20; 21:21; 22:9; 23:19; 24:15; 25:1, 27; 26:18, 21, 24, 28, 46; 27:34)

Iniquity - 10x/8v (Lev 7:18; 16:21f; 19:8; 26:39-41, 43)
Death - 17/16v (Lev 16:1; 19:20; 20:2, 4, 9-11, 15f, 27; 24:16f, 21; 27:29)
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Blood - 86x/65v (Lev 1:5, 11, 15; 3:2, 8, 13, 17; 4:5-7, 16-18, 25, 30, 34; 5:9; 6:27, 30; 7:2, 14, 26f, 33; 8:15,
19, 23f, 30; 9:9, 12, 18; 10:18; 12:4f, 7; 14:6, 14, 17, 25, 28, 51f; 15:19, 25; 16:14f, 18f, 27; 17:4, 6, 10-12;
18:6, 12f, 17; 19:26; 20:18f; 25:49)

Sabbath - 13x/10v (Lev 16:31; 23:3, 11, 15f, 32; 24:8; 25:2, 4, 6)

The LORD spoke to Moses - 28x/28v - (Lev 4:1; 5:14; 6:1, 8, 19, 24; 7:22, 28; 8:1; 12:1; 13:1; 14:1; 16:1;
17:1;18:1; 19:1; 20:1; 21:16; 22:1, 17, 26; 23:9, 23, 26, 33; 24:1, 13; 27:1)

Jubilee - 20x/18v (Lev 25:10-13, 15, 28, 30f, 33, 40, 50, 52, 54; 27:17-18, 21, 23-24)

Consecrate - 24x/23v - (Lev 6:18, 27; 7:35; 8:10-12, 15, 30; 11:44; 12:4; 16:19; 20:7; 21:8, 10; 25:10; 27:14-
19, 22, 2)

Covenant - 10x/8v (Lev 2:13; 24:8; 26:9, 15, 25, 42, 44f)

Fat - 52x/33v (Lev 3:3f, 9f, 14-17; 4:8f, 19, 26, 31, 35; 6:12; 7:3f, 23-25, 30f, 33; 8:16, 25f; 9:10, 19f, 24; 10:15;
16:25; 17:6)

Leviticus 25:1 The LORD then spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, saying,

« Ex19:1 Nu 1:110:11,12 Ga 4:24,25
LAWS OF LAND USE
Leviticus 25:1-55
One might summarize this chapter as "R & R"...

REST and REDEMPTION



REST for the Land
and
REDEMPTION of the Land

Here is A C Gaebelein's summary outline of Leviticus 25:

1. The Sabbatic Year. Leviticus 25:1-7.

2. The Jubilee. Leviticus 25:8-12.

3. The Jubilee and the Land. Leviticus 25:15-28.

4. The Jubilee and the Dwelling Houses. Leviticus 25:29—-34.

5. The Jubilee, the Poor and the Bondmen. Leviticus 25:35-55.

An even simpler outline of Leviticus 25 is

= Take Care of the Land - Lev 25:1-34
= Take Care of the Poor & Enslaved - Lev 25:35-55

Warren Wiersbe - The focus in chapters 25 and 26 is on Israel in their land. In fact, the word ‘land” is used thirty-nine times in
these two chapters. If the Israelites were to possess and enjoy their land, they had to recognize and respect some basic facts, the
first of which was that God owned the land (Lev. 25:2, 23, 38) and had every right to dispose of it as He saw fit. God also owned the
people of Israel (55), because He had redeemed them from Egyptian bondage. Because they belonged to Him, all the Jews were to
treat one another as brothers and sisters (vv. 25, 35-38) and not take advantage of one another when it came to personal debts or
property claims. The Jews were expected to toil in their fields, but it was God who gave the increase (v. 21) and supplied them with
sunshine, rain, and harvests. In other words, the people of Israel had God as their “land Lord” and had to live by faith in His Word.
This meant obeying His commandments and trusting His promises. Another important fact emerges from this chapter: God was in
control of the calendar. God not only gave His people their land and their food, but He also gave them special “times” to observe so
that the land would not be ravaged and spoiled. God is concerned about ecology and the way we treat His creation. Like the ancient
Jews, we today are but stewards of God’s gifts; we must be careful not to abuse or waste them. Had Israel obeyed these principles,
their economic system would have functioned smoothly, the land would have provided all they needed, and everybody would have
been cared for adequately. However, they didn’t obey the Lord. The result was that the rich got richer, the poor got poorer, and the
land was ruined. (See context in The Wiersbe Bible Commentary:)

Allan Mosley, et al - God Tells His People to Worship Only Him, So We Do Not Worship Possessions In Leviticus 25:2 God
says, “Observe a Sabbath to the Lord"—the Sabbath was to be kept “to the Lord.” The Sabbath was about Him; it was dedicated to
Him. In Leviticus 25:17 God says, “Fear your God, for | am Yahweh your God.” Fear God, reverence God, and worship God.
Leviticus 25:36 says again, “Fear your God,” and in Leviticus 25:38 God says, “l am Yahweh your God.” Again, verse 43 says, “Fear
your God,” and in Leviticus 25:55 God says, “I am Yahweh your God.” God wasn'’t just telling His people how to relate to the land; He
was telling them how to relate to Him. The importance of relating to God properly is crucial if we are going to understand Leviticus
25 and most of Old Testament history. Ultimately, the way we think about things and the way we spend money are not about dollars
and cents; they are about who is our God. God’s people were anticipating leaving the Sinai wilderness and entering the land of milk
and honey. They were about to get a big pay raise. This was as close as they could get to winning the lottery. They were moving
from slavery to prosperity. God was preparing them for that change by telling them to remember that He is God. The land is not
God; don’t worship the land. The harvest is not God; don’t worship the harvest. The rain is not God; the real God gives the rain, the
harvest, and the land. Worship Him. God knew that in Canaan His people were going to live next to the Canaanites, and the
Canaanites worshiped prosperity. They worshiped fertility and called it “Baal.” They worshiped the grain harvest and called it
“Dagon.” Water sustains life, so they worshiped the river and called it “Nahar.” The sea is powerful, so they worshiped the sea and
called it “Yamm.” We who live in the enlightened, modern West think, “What a primitive religion!” However, many people in our
culture have the same religion, and some followers of Jesus try to worship Jesus and prosperity at the same time. Our gods have
different names—BMW” and “Beachfront Property,” “G.P.A.” and “Popularity,” “Lucrative Career” and “Comfortable Retirement.”
Some followers of Jesus try to worship such gods and Jesus at the same time. It does not work. Jesus said, "No one can be a slave
of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of
God and of money." (Matt 6:24-note) We have to choose which God we are going to worship—dJesus or money. We cannot worship
both. The Israelites were surrounded by people who worshiped multiple gods. But the one true God told His people to be different. In
Leviticus 25 God told them, “I am Yahweh your God,” “Fear your God.” God tells His people to worship only Him. Therefore, we do
not worship possessions. (See context in Exalting Jesus in Leviticus)

Eugene Merrill - Holiness is wider than religious observance—how one relates vertically with one’s God: It encompasses all of life,
including how one relates horizontally, living justly and in harmony with one’s fellow human beings and with the earth itself. This
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chapter discusses occasions when these aspects of life were given singular consideration, a special sabbatical year (Lev 25:2b—7)
and a Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:8-22). Both of these events had a theological motivation, but they also had economic and social
ramifications for Israel. (See Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)

A C Gaebelein's summary of Levitcus 25

This is the great restoration chapter in Leviticus. All is connected pre-eminently with Israel’s land. The
application, which has been made, that this chapter foreshadows a universal restitution of all things, including
the wicked dead and Satan as well, is unscriptural. If such a restitution were true the Bible would contradict
itself. The Sabbatic year could only be kept after Israel came into the land. “When ye come into the land which
| give you, then shall the land keep a Sabbath unto the Lord.” And Jehovah uttered these words from Mount
Sinai and not from the tabernacle (Lev. 1:1). Every seventh year, the land which belongs to Jehovah, and
which was not to be sold, had to enjoy complete rest. See what gracious promises Jehovah had given in
connection with the Sabbatic year (Lev 25:20-22). Jehovah was the Lord of the land, the owner of the land,
and Israel received the land as a gift; they were the tenants. Beautifully the Lord said: “Ye are strangers and
sojourners with Me.” When Israel sinned and broke the laws of Jehovah, when they did not give the land its
rest, then the Lord drove the people out of the land. Read here Lev 26:32-35. “And | will bring the land into
desolation; and your enemies which dwelt therein shall be astonished at it. And | will scatter you among the
nations, and will draw out a sword after you, and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. Then shall
the land enjoy her Sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies’ land; even then shall the
land rest, and enjoy her Sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your
Sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.” This prediction has been fulfilled. Israel is scattered among the nations of
the earth and the land is desolate, a witness for the Word of God. Jehovah in giving the law concerning the
Sabbatic year, gave to His people a picture of that coming rest, and the assurance of joy and blessing. But
they failed.

The year of Jubilee shows clearly the restoration which is in store of Israel and Israel’s land. It points
once more to the millenial times of blessing and glory. How blessedly is that coming age of restoration and of
glory seen in the year of Jubilee! Without entering into details we give a few of the Divine statements. What did
the Jubilee year mean to Israel? Liberty was proclaimed; every man returned to his possession; every man to
his family; all wrongs were righted and the redemption of the bondmen took place. Seven times the word
“Return” is used; and oftener the word “Redeem.” It was the time of returning, the blessed time of restoration
and redemption.

And how was this year of Jubilee ushered in? By the sound of the trumpet of the Jubilee on the tenth day
of the seventh month, in the day of atonement. This great year of returning and redemption began with the day
of atonement. Most likely after the high priest had returned from his holy office work and sprinkling of blood;
after he had put the sins of the people upon the scapegoat and that sacrificial animal bearing upon its head
Israel’'s sin had vanished in the wilderness, the trumpet sounded. What all this means we have seen in the
annotations of the “day of atonement” chapter. The year of Jubilee begins, when our Lord comes back from the
Holiest and appears in the midst of His people. And this time of restoration, blessing and glory is not confined
to Israel’s land. It means more than the promised blessings for that land. We have the year of Jubilee in
Romans 8:19-23.

We must not forget the significance of the time, the fiftieth year.The day of Pentecost came fifty days
after the resurrection of Christ from among the dead. And the fiftieth day brought, as the result of the death and
resurrection of Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the formation of the church began. It came on the eighth
day, the first day of the week. The year of Jubilee may well be termed another Pentecost. On that day a great
outpouring of the Spirit of God will take place (Joel 2:28). The kingdom with all its glories and blessings will be
established upon the earth. And how much more might be added to these blessed foreshadowings of the good
things to come! (The Annotated Bible)

Matthew Henry - All labour was to cease in the seventh year, as much as daily labour on the seventh day. These statues tell us to
beware of covetousness, for a man's life consists not in the abundance of his possessions. We are to exercise willing dependence
on God's providence for our support; to consider ourselves the Lord's tenants or stewards, and to use our possessions accordingly.
This year of rest typified the spiritual rest which all believers enter into through Christ. Through Him we are eased of the burden of
wordly care and labour, both being sanctified and sweetened to us; and we are enabled and encouraged to live by faith.

William MacDonald Notes on Leviticus 25 - The legislation in chapters 25-27 was given from Mount Sinai and not from the
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tabernacle (Lev 25:1; 26:46; 27:34).

Every seventh year was to be observed as a sabbath. The land was to lie fallow (uncultivated). Food for the people would be
provided from the crop that grew of itself. The owner was not to harvest it, but leave it for free use by the people.

The fiftieth year was also a sabbath, known as the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:8-17). It began on the Day of Atonement following seven
sabbatic-year cycles (49 years). Slaves were to be set free, the land was to lie fallow, and the land was to revert to its original owner.
The price of a slave or a piece of land decreased as the Year of Jubilee approached (Lev 25:15-17), and all business transactions
were supposed to take this fact into account. The words “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof” (Lev
25:10 KJV) are inscribed on the U.S. Liberty Bell. Believers today may liken the Year of Jubilee to the coming of the Lord. As we get
closer to His coming, our material wealth decreases in value. The moment He comes, our money, real estate, and investments will
be worthless to us. The moral is to put these things to work for Him today.

With regard to the sabbatic year, the people might wonder how they would have enough food to eat that year, and also the following
year until their crops were harvested. God promised them that if they were obedient He would give them sufficient crops during the
sixth year to last for three years (Lev 25:18-22). This would take care of the one time every 50 years when the Year of Jubilee
followed the sabbatic year—in other words, when the people would not sow their fields for two years. They would have enough to
last till the harvest of the third year.

Land could be sold, but not forever, because Jehovah is the Owner (Lev 25:23). There were three ways in which land could be
“redeemed” (revert to its original Jewish owner): The nearest relative could buy it back for the seller (Lev 25:25); the seller, if he
regained financial solvency, could redeem it, paying the purchaser for the years remaining until the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:26, 27);
otherwise, the land automatically reverted to the original owner in the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:28).

A house in a walled city was subject to redemption for one year; after that, it became the property of the new owner forever (Lev
25:29, 30). Houses in unwalled villages were considered as part of the land and therefore reverted to the original owner in the Year
of Jubilee (Lev 25:31). Houses owned by the Levites in the special cities assigned to them were always subject to being bought
back by the Levites (Lev 25:32, 33). The fields assigned to the Levites for pasture-ground were not to be sold.

If an Israelite fell into debt and poverty, his Jewish creditors were not to oppress him (Lev 25:35-38). They were not to charge him
interest on money or demand additional food for food loaned (Lev 25:37).

If an impoverished Israelite sold himself to a Jewish creditor for nonpayment of debt, he was not to be treated as a slave but as a
hired servant, and was to be released in the Year of Jubilee, if this came before the end of his six years of service (Lev 25:39-43).
The Jews were permitted to have slaves from the Gentile nations, and these were considered their own property, to be handed
down to their descendants. But Jewish people were not to be used as slaves (Lev 25:44-46).

If a Jew sold himself to a Gentile who happened to be living in the land, the Jew could always be bought back and set free. The
redemption price was determined by the number of years remaining until the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:47-55). The relative redeeming
the Jew could use him as a hired servant until the Jubilee (Lev 25:53). If no relative redeemed him, then he automatically went free
in the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:54).

This chapter is a vivid reminder that the Israelites (Lev 25:55) and their land (Lev 25:23) belonged to the Lord and that He should be
recognized as rightful Owner. Neither God'’s people nor God’s land could be sold permanently.

Leviticus 25:2 "Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 'When you come into the land which | shall give you, then the
land shall have a Sabbath to the LORD.

= When ye (KJV): Lev 14:34 De 32:8,49 34:4 Ps 24:1,2 115:16 Isa 8:8 Jer 27:5
= keep (KJV): Heb. rest, Lev 23:32 *marg:
= a sabbath (KJV): Lev 26:34,35 Ex 23:10 2Ch 36:21

Note the phrase "a Sabbath to the LORD." It is as if when we obey and keep the Sabbath to rest we do it as unto the Lord.

Guzik - The laws are given in faith; they are still in the wilderness, and not yet in the Promised Land. And as far as Moses and the
people knew, they were only a matter of months from entering in. (Study Guide for Leviticus 25)

Criswell - Every seventh year was to be a sabbath for the land, a stipulation designed to guard the Israelites against covetousness,
as well as a sound agricultural principle. 2 Chr. 36:21 attests that the Babylonian captivity was a judgment of God against the
Israelites for their disobedience in failing to observe the sabbath years (cf. Lev. 26:34, 35).


https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017-Lev/Lev-25.cfm

The Seventh Year was also a time of special instruction in the law of God (cf. Deut. 31:10-13).

Leviticus 25:1-7 - The land itself must observe a sabbath to the Lord. - Leviticus 25:2

TODAY IN THE WORD

“Sleep scientists” are warning that people are not getting enough rest, and our health and safety are suffering as a result. William
Dement, founder and director of the Stanford University Sleep Research Center, estimates that people sleep about one-and-a-half
hours less per night than the average from a century ago.

The consequences? One report found that driver fatigue was involved in over half of all American vehicle accidents. Larger
accidents, such as the Exxon Valdez disaster, have also been linked to sleep deprivation. In laboratory experiments, prolonged
stress without rest apparently caused the immune systems of the rats to fail. Also, recent theories propose that the REM stage of
sleep is necessary to learning and memory, meaning that less sleep affects our cognitive functions as well as our physical well-
being.

The need for rest should come as no surprise to Christians, for we know that our Creator made us that way! That's why in the Law
God made every seventh day a Sabbath, and every seventh year a Sabbath year.

During a Sabbath year, fields were not to be worked, though whatever grew there could be taken for food, especially by poor people
(Leviticus 25:5, 6, 7; Ex. 23:10, 11, 12). Physically, leaving the fields fallow for a year was, as we now know, sound agricultural
practice, as well as a unique custom compared to the surrounding nations. Spiritually, to rest from farming—on which the people
depended for their daily food and livelihood—-required faith in God’s promise that He would provide bumper crops the year before
(Leviticus 25:20, 21). Other features of the Sabbath year included the cancellation of debts and a special reading from the Law
during the Feast of Tabernacles (Deut. 31:10, 11, 12, 13).

TODAY ALONG THE WAY

Do you honor the spiritual principle of rest in your life? Though we no longer keep a Saturday Sabbath, God has built rest into the
rhythms of life, even setting us an example Himself by resting on the seventh day of His work of creation. Given these facts, it is vital
that work not occupy an inordinate amount of our time and energy.

Leviticus 25:1-28
Blessed is he who has regard for the weak . . . the LORD will protect him and preserve his life; he will bless him in the land. - Psalm
41:1,2

TODAY IN THE WORD

Every major U.S. earthquake results in modifications to building codes for commercial buildings and private homes. Strict regulations
dictate how houses must be attached to their foundations and where--even if--brick may be used. New building projects require
countless permits and inspections. Even existing buildings must sometimes be retrofitted to become compliant.

At times, the number of codes to be met must seem unbearable to architects and contractors. But in the end, everyone knows why
such attention to structural detail is so important--newer building codes have dramatically decreased earthquake-related deaths in
the United States.

As you read through today’s passage, you may have felt that you too were reading a series of “codes.” Why so many laws and
regulations about the land even before any of the twelve tribes had stepped foot in it? Since the land was God’s divine gift to His
people, it had to be possessed and protected accordingly. The gift of the land was not to be abused through over- farming (Lev.
25:1-7). Moreover, by leaving the land fallow every seven years, the poor would receive needed care (Lev 255, 6, 7).

Today’s passage shows that God had also ensured the protection of each Israelite family’s land allotment. The land, which
ultimately belonged to God, could not be sold permanently (v. 23). Therefore, poor individuals (or their descendents) who had been
forced to sell their land to survive would have the opportunity to make a fresh start in the Jubilee year (v. 10). The Jubilee was a
gracious provision to preserve human life and dignity and to protect the gift of God’s inheritance.

TODAY ALONG THE WAY
Strict earthquake building codes exist because legislators believe human life is precious and worth protecting.

Leviticus 25:3 'Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its crop,




R Laird Harris - The sabbatical year (Sabbat) is mentioned also in Exodus 23:10-11 and Deuteronomy 15:1-18. In the former
passage, however, it is described as a year to leave the land fallow (as here in Lev 25) without the year being specifically named. In
the Deuteronomy passage the year is called a Semittah and is described as a year of canceling debts and freeing slaves, not as a
year of rest from the tillage of the land. (Expositor's Bible Commentary)

Moseley - God was teaching His people that the land was for their use but not their abuse. They were to respect the land, to be
responsible with the land, and to care for the land under God’s direction. We live in a time when people are elevating
environmentalism to the status of a religion and worshiping Mother Earth. Such thinking is paganism. If we follow what the Bible
teaches about our relationship to the environment, we will not deify nature or consider the environment of greater value than
humans. However, we will take care of God’s creation. We will not allow greed to push us to exploit the land without considering
things like replenishment and sustainability. In fact, replenishment and sustainability could be considered modern ways to implement
God’s ancient command to give the land rest. God tells His people to care for creation, so we protect it. (See Exalting Jesus in
Leviticus)

liusirationjof Need for Rest - In his book Out Of My Mind, Joe Bayly told of a pastor friend who had three sons. When two of them
began to stutter, he took them to a speech therapist. After evaluation the counselor spoke to the pastor and bluntly told him that it
was his own neglect that was responsible for the speech defect. “When did you last take your family on a vacation?” the counselor
demanded. It had been a long time. The minister had been too busy to give any time to his family. The pastor admitted, “I'm
ashamed of it now, but | can remember saying quite proudly to my congregation, ‘The devil never takes a vacation, so why should 1?’
| never stopped to think that the devil wasn’t to be my example.” He began spending time with his family. After the sixth day of
creation, God rested (Gen. 2:2). He declared the sabbath to be a day of rest for Israel (Ex. 20:8-11), and He decreed that even the
land should rest every seventh year (Lev. 25:3-4). In the New Testament, Jesus took His disciples to the mountains to rest (Mk. 6:30-
31).

Leviticus 25:4 but during the seventh year the land shall have a Sabbath rest, a Sabbath to the LORD; you shall not sow
your field nor prune your vineyard.

= Lev 25:20-23 26:34,35,43 Ex 23:10,11 2Ch 36:21

Leviticus 16:31 “It is to be a Sabbath of solemn rest for you, that you may humble your souls; it is a
permanent statute.

From this passage in chapter 16 God states that one of the purposes of the Sabbath is rest, but even more importantly that the
people would experience humility for their souls. To not keep the Sabbath is to avoid God's rest and refuse to be humbled before
Him!

"During the sabbatical year there must be no systematic harvesting of self-seeding crops, or such fruits as figs and grapes. Anything
of this nature that the land produces without human aid is the property of all, and people are to obtain food wherever they can find it,
just as the Israelites did in their wilderness wanderings." (Harrison)

Warren Wiersbe - Deuteronomy 15:1-11 informs us that personal debts were also remitted during the Sabbath Year and that
indentured servants were set free. The word “release” in Deuteronomy 15:1 means “to let loose, to drop.” It involves the canceling of
debts and the freeing of slaves. As the people shared with the poor and with their liberated servants, they were to be generous and
openhanded. Three motives were to govern what the people did: appreciation for God’s blessings (Lev. 25:4, 6, 10, 14), appreciation
for God’s deliverance of the nation from Egypt (v. 15), and simple obedience to the command of God (v. 5). What God commanded
was for the good of all the people, and nobody had the right to disobey Him. During the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar,
King Zedekiah proclaimed a release for the slaves, but he later rescinded it (Jer. 34:8ff). The Sabbath Year was also the occasion for
a “Bible conference” when the priests read and explained the Book of Deuteronomy to all the people (Deut. 31:9-13). This was done
during the Annual Feast of Tabernacles, which would usher in the new year. It would take a great deal of faith for the people to trust
God for their daily food, and “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17, NKJV). During that special year,
the nation learned the meaning of “give us this day our daily bread.” God promised to protect them and provide for them throughout
the year, if only they would trust and obey (Lev. 25:18-22). We have no biblical evidence that the Jews ever celebrated the
Sabbath Year, in fact, the Bible indicates that they didn’t: “To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land
had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years” (2 Chron. 36:21).
God sent Israel into Babylonian exile for seventy years in order to give the land the rest it needed (Jer. 25:8—-11; 29:10). This
suggests that for nearly 500 years, the Jews had disobeyed God’s law concerning the Sabbath Year. (See context in The Wiersbe

Bible Commentary:)


https://books.google.com/books?id=vz5TCgAAQBAJ&pg=PT164&lpg=PT164&dq=%2522God+was+teaching+His+people+that+the+land+was+for+their+use+but+not+their+abuse%2522&source=bl&ots=3KtYOFdJX9&sig=ACfU3U1Ib0_Wj7UxXr_ixoz9Ogjvx7lf-w&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi1z-TOx6v4AhUgoY4IHd0iAWoQ6AF6BAgCEAM
https://books.google.com/books?id=GgLq2LR_cFcC&pg=PA242&lpg=PA242&dq=%2522is+on+Israel+in+their+land.+In+fact,+the+word+%25E2%2580%259Cland%25E2%2580%259D+is+used+thirty-nine+times%2522&source=bl&ots=NWKyE9yMx4&sig=ACfU3U00PcWR6hCR-c3Ux9EUQksUOEfybg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjT37Lhlav4AhWcoY4IHenCDs8Q6AF6BAgDEAM

BUT DURING THE 7TH YEAR THE LAND SHALL HAVE A SABBATH REST A SABBATH TO THE LORD - This pattern is taught
throughout Scripture and ultimately foreshadows a Rest that is found only in Jesus, our eternal "Sabbath Rest." (cp Mt 11:28-30).

Deuteronomy 15:1 (“At the end of [every] seven years you shall grant a remission [of debts.]

Exodus 21:2 “If you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years; but on the seventh he shall go out as a
free man without payment.

Exodus 23:10 “You shall sow your land for six years and gather in its yield, 11 but [on] the seventh year you
shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the needy of your people may eat; and whatever they leave the beast of
the field may eat. You are to do the same with your vineyard [and] your olive grove.

Jeremiah 34:14 “At the end of seven years each of you shall set free his Hebrew brother who has been sold to
you and has served you six years, you shall send him out free from you; but your forefathers did not obey Me
or incline their ear to Me.

Nehemiah 10:31 As for the peoples of the land who bring wares or any grain on the sabbath day to sell, we
will not buy from them on the sabbath or a holy day; and we will forego [the crops] the seventh year and the
exaction of every debt.

Hebrews 4:9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.

NET NOTE - Heb “and in the seventh year a Sabbath of complete rest shall be to the land.” The expression “a Sabbath of complete
rest” is superlative, emphasizing the full and all inclusive rest of the seventh year of the sabbatical cycle. Cf. ASV “a sabbath of
solemn rest”; NAB “a complete rest.”

YOU SHALL NOT SOW YOUR FIELD NOR PRUNE YOUR VINEYARD No planting new crops and no maintenance of existing
crops was allowed. No sowing or pruning means they needed to trust the Lord for His provision.

Property is a trust from God. Its ownership and use is to be handled responsibly considering that God is the primary Owner. The 7th
year of rest for land protected its productivity. The 50th or Jubilee Year protected personal liberty and equality and gave lasting
strength to family ties in a social structure linked to land ownership. Biblical faith values the use of property in sustaining a family.

Guzik - It was also just plain good ecology! Giving the land a rest every seven years would help restore vital nutrients to the soll
that normally would be depleted. Israel's failure to keep this command determined the length of their captivity; Leviticus 26:34 says
that if Israel is not obedient, God will make sure the land gets its Sabbaths by exiling the nation to an enemy land; this was fulfilled
in the Babylonian captivity of Israel (2 Chronicles 36:20-21). Today, many observant Jews find a way around the Sabbath year law;
on the seventh year, they "sell" their land to a Gentile, work it, and then "buy" it back from the Gentile when the Sabbath year is over.
The Gentile makes a litle money, and the Jew can say, "It wasn't my land on the Sabbath year, so it was all right if | worked it."

(Study Guide for Leviticus 25)

Leviticus 25:5 'Your harvest's aftergrowth you shall not reap, and your grapes of untrimmed vines you shall not gather; the
land shall have a sabbatical year.

= groweth (KJV): 2Ki 19:29 Isa 37:30

A SABBATH REST
FOR THE LAND

While the weekly Sabbath was for resting man, but Sabbath year was primarily for the resting of the land.

Harvest's aftergrowth - In Hebrew this phrase is "growth from spilled kernels" or "volunteer grain" is denoted by saphiach. This
refers to any plants that grow up on their own or which sprang up by themselves in the second year and which was fair to be used
as food for the Israelites, since no planting could be done in the Sabbath year (Lev 25:5, 11; 2 Ki 19:29; Isa. 37:30).

Allen Ross - To be sure, this law provided care for the land so that it could be more productive and last longer. But by giving the
land a Sabbath the people were also acknowledging that this provision of the land came from the Creator, their covenant God. For a
whole year they and their land were in a Sabbath. (Holiness to the Lord)

James Smith - Handfuls of Purpose - Rest. "It is a year of rest" (Lev 25:5). It was kept as a Sabbath unto the Lord. The Gospel of
Christ proclaims rest to the weary and heavy laden (Matt. 11:28). Not rest in their works, but rest from them. It was the Sabbath of
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the Lord, therefore God's rest. It was, and is, an entering into His rest. Rest in the Lord (Ps. 116:7). We which have believed do enter
into rest (Heb. 4:1-3).

Leviticus 25:6 'All of you shall have the Sabbath products of the land for food; yourself, and your male and female slaves,
and your hired man and your foreign resident, those who live as aliens with you.

s Ex23:11 Ac 2:44 4:32,34,35

Exodus 23:11 but [on] the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the needy of your people may
eat; and whatever they leave the beast of the field may eat. You are to do the same with your vineyard [and]
your olive grove.

NET NOTE - A ‘“resident who stays” would be a foreign person who was probably residing as another kind of laborer in the
household of a landowner (B. A. Levine, Leviticus [JPSTC], 170-71). See v. 35 below.

Leviticus 25:7 'Even your cattle and the animals that are in your land shall have all its crops to eat.

NLT - And your livestock and the wild animals will also be allowed to eat of the land's bounty.

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS
FEED BEASTS

God's provision of food in the year in which they are "resting" the land would also be sufficient for their animals. This promise would
have blunted any arguments that we need to plant a few crops to make sure we can feed our cattle and animals. God had already
"dotted that /" and "crossed that ' so to speak. God is the God of details and order and His instructions if received and believed are
always the perfect antidote for anxiety over His provision for our needs. Ultimately these OT principles foreshadow the abundant
provision He promises those who place their faith in Christ for as Paul wrote "my God will supply all your needs according to His
riches in glory in Christ Jesus." (Php 4:19-note)

This passage ends the section giving instructions on the Sabbatical Year.

Warren Wiersbe applies these truths writing "It's a basic principle of life that whatever we rob from God, we can never keep and
enjoy ourselves. In my pastoral ministry, I've met people who robbed God of tithes and offerings, only to end up paying extra money
for medical bills or car repairs. | recall one church member bringing his family budget book to my office, just to show me how God
had begun to bless him when he stopped robbing the Lord. His figures showed that every dollar he took from God had to be spent
on some emergency need, and he never got to use that money himself. By disobeying the law of the Sabbath Year, the Jews robbed
themselves not only of spiritual blessings but also of the strength of the land and of their servants and farm animals. By working the
same land, year after year, they got their harvests, but they lost the renewal that comes from allowing the land to lie fallow and the
workers to rest. They also lost the blessings that come from sharing with the needy, and they robbed God of the glory He would
have received as the other nations saw how much He blessed His people. It was a costly mistake on their part, and they paid for it

dearly." (See context in The Wiersbe Bible Commentary:)
Jewish scholar Alfred Edersheim on

The Sabbatical Year - Though not strictly connected with the Temple services, it may be desirable briefly to
refer to the observance of the Sabbatical year, as it was strictly enforced at the time of Christ. It was otherwise
with the year of Jubilee. Strangely, there are traces of the latter during the period before the return from
Babylon (1 Kings 21:3; Isa. 5:8; 37:30; 61:1-3; Ezek. 1:1; 7:12; Micah 2:2), while the Sabbatical year seems to
have been systematically neglected. Hence Jewish tradition explains, in accordance with 2 Chron. 36:21, that
the seventy years’ captivity were intended to make up the neglected Sabbatical years—commencing the
calculation, if it be taken literally, from about the accession of King Solomon. But while, after the return from
Babylon, the year of Jubilee was no longer kept, at least, as a religious ordinance, the Sabbatical year was
most strictly observed, not only by the Jews (Neh. 10:31; 1 Macc. 6:49, 53; Jos. Antig. 13. 8, 1; 14. 10, 6; xv.
1, 2; Jew. Wars, 1. 2—4.), but also by the Samaritans.(Antig. 11. 8, 6.) Jewish tradition has it, that as it took
seven years for the first conquest, and other seven for the proper division of the Holy Land, ‘tithes’ were for the
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first time paid fourteen years after the entrance of Israel into Canaan; and the first Sabbatical year fell seven
years later, or in the twenty-first year of their possession of Palestine. The Sabbatical law extended only to the
soil of Palestine itself, which, however, included certain surrounding districts. The Rabbis add this curious
proviso, that it was lawful to use (though not to store or sell) the spontaneous produce of the land throughout
the extent originally possessed by Israel, but that even the use of these products was prohibited in such
districts as having originally belonged to, were again occupied by Israel after their return from Babylon. But
this, as other rules laid down by the Rabbis, had many exceptions. (The Temple)

Leviticus 25:8 'You are also to count off seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven years, so that you have
the time of the seven sabbaths of years, namely, forty-nine years.

NLT "In addition, you must count off seven Sabbath years, seven years times seven, adding up to forty-nine
years in all.

RELEASE AND RESTORATION:
THE YEAR OF JUBILEE
Leviticus 25:8-12

Seven Sabbaths of years...seven times seven years - As mentioned in these notes there is not clear evidence that Israel ever
kept the Sabbatical Year. In fact one of the primary reasons they were sent into exile in Babylon was for their failure to obey the
instructions in Leviticus 25. And so in Second Chronicles we read...

And those who had escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon; and they were servants to him and to
his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until
the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days of its desolation it kept sabbath until seventy years were
complete. (2 Chr 36:20, 21, cp Jer 25:11, 29:10 and Daniel 9:2)

Why 70 years? Because they had failed to observe and keep 70 Sabbaths! Using simple math, this means that for 490 years prior to
the Babylonians exile in 586 the nation had not obeyed God and given the land a year of rest. It is therefore highly likely that during
this period they also failed to obey God's instructions regarding the Year of Jubilee! Indeed, we have no record, Scriptural or extra-
Biblical, that they ever celebrated the Year of Jubilee!

There is one Scripture which might be interpreted that Judah "temporarily" kept the Year of Jubilee. During the reign of King
Zedekiah Jerusalem was under siege by Babylon and the king made a covenant with all the people who were in Jerusalem to
proclaim release (deror) of the slaves (Jer 34:8) to which they capitulated (Jer 34:9, 10). Unfortunately the people had a change of
heart, when the Babylonian siege was temporarily lifted, and took back their slaves (Jer 34:11). God's response to their breaking of
the covenant was swift and striking

Although recently you [had] turned and done what is right in My sight, each man proclaiming release to his
neighbor, and you had made a covenant before Me in the house which is called by My name. Therefore thus
says the LORD, ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming release each man to his brother and each man to
his neighbor. Behold, | am proclaiming a releaseto you, declares the LORD, ‘to the sword, to the
pestilence and to the famine; and | will make you a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. (Jer 34:15, 17)

Jeremiah then announced that the people would have "freedom" to fall by the plague, sword, and famine (Jer 34:15, 17).
Jubilee means "the sound of the trumpet" from the Hebrew word yobel meaning a ram's horn.

Criswell - Every fiftieth year was designated a Year of Jubilee, and the jubilee trumpet (shophar) was blown on the Day of
Atonement. During the year of jubilee there was to be no sowing or reaping, all land being returned to its original owner and slaves
to their families. According to Lu 4:17-21, the Year of Jubilee served as a type of deliverance by Christ from the bondage and
slavery of sin (Jn 8:36; Ga 5:1).

Lindsey makes a very interesting observation regarding the year of Jubilee - The Year of Jubilee is not mentioned in the Old
Testament outside the Pentateuch. There is no direct biblical evidence regarding its observance in Israel’s history, but if its practice
was normal, there might have been no occasion to mention it. On the other hand, the apparent failure of Israelites to keep the
sabbatical years during the monarchial period (cf. 26:34—-35, 43; 2 Chron. 36:20—-21) suggests that the Jubilee might also have been
violated. (See The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament)


https://books.google.com/books?id=tSJWE-sR5HkC&pg=PA211&lpg=PA211&dq=%2522The+Year+of+Jubilee+is+not+mentioned+in+the+Old+Testament+outside+the+Pentateuch%2522&source=bl&ots=SbcVdTmJce&sig=ACfU3U01z9vHrLtueBoze4SLDNex9oOU5g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJguzm7qD5AhVMhYkEHej9C7UQ6AF6BAhLEAM

Spurgeon - The preaching of the Gospel is a proclamation of a spiritual jubilee, Jesus our great High-priest has preached
deliverance to the captive, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound. Now, even now, each believer keeps his jubilee.
Note that the jubilee began on the evening of the day of atonement; our Lord’s atoning work is the fountain-head of our holy joy....
(ANOTHER COMMENT ON LEV 25 HE WRITES) Thus by the gospel jubilee we are set free, with the true liberty. Now know we the
meaning of the Lord’s words, “the year of my redeemed is come.” Have all in this house kept the jubilee? If not, the Lord grant that
we may

Jesus our great High Priest,
Hath full atonement made;
Ye weary spirits, rest;
Ye mournful souls, be glad!
The year of jubilee is come:
Return, ye ransom’d sinners, home.

Ye who have sold for nought
The heritage above,
Receive it back unbought,
The gift of Jesus’ love;
The year, &c.

Ye slaves of sin and hell,
Your liberty receive;
And safe in Jesus dwell,
And blest in Jesus live;

The year, &c.

Wiersbe - For the people of Israel, each new year opened with the blowing of the trumpets on the first day of the seventh month
(Keep in mind that the Jewish religious year began in April with Passover - Ex. 12:2; their civil year began with the Feast of
Trumpets seven months later), and ten days later, the people celebrated the Day of Atonement by fasting, repenting, and offering the
required sacrifices. But every fiftieth year, at the close of the celebration of the Day of Atonement, the horns were blown again to
announce that the Year of Jubilee had begun. It would require a great deal of faith for the people to celebrate this special year,
because the previous year—the forty-ninth—would have been a Sabbath year when the fields, vineyards, and orchards would not
have been cultivated. The Jews had to trust God to provide for them for the forty-ninth and fiftieth years, and also during the fifty-first
year while they waited for the harvest. God certainly wouldn’t fail them, but their faith might fail. In fact, there’s no evidence in
Scripture that the nation of Israel ever celebrated the Year of Jubilee. (See context in The Wiersbe Bible Commentary:)

The Year of Jubilee is a beautiful picture of our Kinsman-Redeemer and Savior, Jesus Christ, the One in Whom this great truth is
fully and forever fulfilled. Play the great song by Michael Card and worship the One Who has set us free indeed!

Jubilee
Michael Card

The Lord provided for a time for the slaves to be set free

For the debts to all be canceled so His chosen ones could see
His deep desire was for forgiveness, He longed to see their liberty
And His yearning was embodied in the Year of Jubilee

Chorus:

Jubilee, Jubilee
Jesus is our Jubilee
Debts forgiven
Slaves set free
Jesus is our Jubilee

At the Lord's appointed time His deep desire became a man
The heart of all true jubilation and with joy we understand

In his voice we hear a trumpet sound that tells us we are free
He is the incarnation Of the year of Jubilee

(Chorus)
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To be so completely guilty, given over to despair
To look into your judges face, and see a Savior there
(Chorus)

Universal reign of Christ.

1 HARK! the song of Jubilee,
Loud as mighty thunders roar,
Or the fulness of the sea,
When it breaks upon the shore;
Hallelujah! for the Lord

God omnipotent shall reign;
Hallelujah! let the word

Echo round the earth and main.

Alfred Edersheim - The Number Seven

THE symbolical character which is to be traced in all the institutions of the Old Testament, appears also in the arrangement of its
festive calendar. Whatever classification of the festivals may be proposed, one general characteristic pervades the whole.
Unquestionably, the number seven marks in Scripture the sacred measurement of time. The Sabbath is the seventh of days; seven
weeks after the commencement of the ecclesiastical year is the Feast of Pentecost; the seventh month is more sacred than the rest,
its ‘firstborn’ or ‘New Moon’ being not only devoted to the Lord like those of the other months, but specially celebrated as the ‘Feast
of Trumpets, while three other festivals occur within its course—the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles, and its Octave.
Similarly, each seventh year is Sabbatical, and after seven times seven years comes that of Jubilee. Nor is this all. Seven days in the
year may be designated as the most festive, since in them alone ‘no servile work’ was to be done, while on the so-called minor
festivals (Moed Katon), that is, on the days following the first of the Passover week and of that of Tabernacles, the diminution of
festive observances and of restrictions on labour marks their less sacred character. (The Temple)

The Year of Jubilee - R C Sproul
At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. [Deut. 15:1]

In Deuteronomy 15 Moses told the people to keep the sabbath years God had established. Leviticus 25 develops the sabbath year
laws and their meaning. Every seventh year the land was to lie fallow. Everybody’s land was to rest at the same time. This required
a great deal of faith: “What shall we eat?” “What if the following year we suffer crop failure? We shall have no reserve.” Yet God
promised that in the sixth year he would send a triple harvest to carry the nation through (Lev. 25:20—22). This promise of
abundance was significant. The land itself would join in an act of obedience and worship; people and nature would share a first step
toward the reversal of the effects of the curse.

In the sabbath year certain debts were canceled, specifically charity loans. God warned the people not to harden their hearts against
the poor as they saw the year of release drawing near. Those who lent to the poor without interest, and whose loan wound up being
canceled in the sabbath year, could count on God to make up the difference. The sabbath year was for Old Testament Israel only,
but the obligation to be openhearted toward the poor is for us as well.

After 49 years (seven sabbath year cycles) there was an extra sabbath called the jubilee. This fiftieth year was a super-sabbath for
the land. In the jubilee, all of the land of Israel temporarily reverted to its true owner, the Lord. To understand the jubilee, remember
that God, as owner, had taken the land of Canaan from the Canaanites. They had forfeited the right to dwell there through their
sinfulness. As Israel conquered Canaan, God parceled out his land to the tribes. Each family received a permanent plot of good
land. If it became necessary to sell the plot to raise money, the land only temporarily changed hands. In effect what was sold was
not the land itself but the crops the land would produce until the jubilee. At the jubilee, God took his land back and returned it to the
original steward families.

Immigrants might lease land, but they would lose it in the jubilee; thus, they settled in cities, for land in the cities was not covered
under the jubilee law.

In the new covenant, the spiritual and moral teaching of the jubilee continues to be relevant. In Luke 4:19 Jesus proclaimed that the
great jubilee had come. God was taking the earth back from Satan and would give it, little by little, generation by generation, to his
faithful stewards.



Coram Deo - The jubilee year meant release from debt and bondage. It was a type of the jubilee that Jesus inaugurated. Salvation
in Christ is God’s jubilee to his people. From what has God released you? How can you act as a faithful steward by showing love to
someone who seems oppressed in spiritual and emotional captivity?

JUBILEE YEAR [ISBE]

JUBILEE YEAR - (shenath ha-yobhel; etos tes apheseos; annus jubilaeus, "year of jubilee" (Lev 25:13), or simply ha-yobhel, "the
jubilee" (Lev 25:28; compare Nu 36:4), the King James Version and the English Revised Version Jubile): The Hebrew word yobhel
stands for geren ha-yobhel, meaning the horn of a ram. Now, such a horn can be made into a trumpet, and thus the word yobhel
came to be used as a synonym of trumpet. According to Lev 25:9 a loud trumpet should proclaim liberty throughout the country on
the 10th day of the 7th month (the Day of Atonement), after the lapse of 7 sabbaths of years = 49 years. In this manner, every 50th
year was to be announced as a jubilee year. All real property should automatically revert to its original owner (Lev 25:10; compare
25:13), and those who, compelled by poverty, had sold themselves as slaves to their brothers, should regain their liberty (Lev 25:10;
compare 25:39).

In addition to this, the Jubilee Year was to be observed after the manner of the sabbatic year, i.e. there should be neither sowing nor
reaping nor pruning of vines, and everybody was expected to live on what the fields and the vineyards produced "of themselves,"
and no attempt should be made at storing up the products of the land (Lev 25:11 f). Thus there are three distinct factors constituting
the essential features of the Jubilee Year: personal liberty, restitution of property, and what we might call the simple life.

1. Personal Liberty:

The 50th year was to be a time in which liberty should be proclaimed to all the inhabitants of the country. We should, indeed,
diminish the import of this institution if we should apply it only to those who were to be freed from the bonds of physical servitude.
Undoubtedly, they must have been the foremost in realizing its beneficial effects. But the law was intended to benefit all, the masters
as well as the servants. They should never lose sight of their being brothers and citizens of theocratic kingdom. They owed their life
to God and were subject to His sovereign will. Only through loyalty to Him were they free and could ever hope to be free and
independent of all other masters.

2. Restitution of Property:

T